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EDITORIAL. 

I found the following thought pro- 
voking poem recently, and offer it to 
you all for consideration. 


I watched them tearing a building down, 
A gang of men in a busy town; 


With a heave-ho and a lusty yell, 


They swung a beam and a sidewalk fell. 


L asked the foreman, "Are these men 
skilled 

Like the men you hire if you want to 
build? 

He gave a laugh and said, 

"No indeed, just common labour is all 
I need; 

I can easily wreck, in a day or two, 
What builders have taken a year to do. 


I thought to myself as I went my way, 
Which of these roles do I have to play? 
Am I a builder who works with care, 
Measuring my life by the rule and 
square; 

Am I shaping my deeds to a well made 
plan, 

Patiently doing the best I can; 

Or am I a wrecker who walks the town, 
Content withthe labour of tearing dawn? 


On behalf of myself and the Federal 
Committee let me wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 


Rex Little. 
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ON THE COVER. 


V.R. Railmotor on AMRA (Vic.) ex- 
cursion to Wonthaggi. 


Photo by R. Little. 
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THE SECRETARY'S DESK 


=» Bee 


During the Jatter part of the year 
Keith Wilcox found it necessary to re- 
sign from the C.O.M. for business rea- 
sons. Keith had been on the committee 
since it came to Sydney in October '68, 
During this period he didalot to pro- 
mote AMRA and made several interstate 
trips to further these ends. 


Another equally long serving ' com- 
mitteeman, who will not be seeking re- 
election this year will be Treasurer, 
Keith Robinson, who has done an ex- 
cellent job of this position, and has 
seen membership grow from 308 to 869 
without the loss of a cent. My thanks 
to both for all the support they have 
given me in this period. 


They are both very busy men, but 
were prepared to give that amount of 
precious time necessary to 
their appointed duties to the Associat- 
Lon, 


At the time of preparing this, the 
number of nominations for the new COM 
is appalling. The form states that 
two members will not be re-nominating 
this year, yet back come forms, marked 
're-nominate present committee." The 
willing horse has been known to baulk. 


Like a scratched record I must re- 
peat for the umpteenth time, when 
changing address, please notify the 
FEDERAL REGISTRAR, At present it costs 
up to 33 cents to send a single missed 
copy, what it will be under the new 
postal charges, I shudder to think. So 
be warned, if a member can not be 
bothered to notify the Registrar, in 
reasonable time, no back copies. of 
Journal will be sent unless the full 
postage is met. 


fulfill - 
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At the end of August our membership 
had reached 869, yet how few we ever 
hear from, no problems, nothing to tell 
anyone else, no suggestions: 


I wonder what reaction there are to 
the letters in issue 116 of Journal. 
What does the Association mean to you? 
What are your thoughts on standards? 
Have you ever given any thoughts to the 
need for them, orif your rolling stock 
generally remains on the rails during 
operations? Are you satisfied that 
you and your friends can interchange 
equipment on one anothers layouts, 
overlooking the possibility of differ- 
ent couplers? Of those who use KD's, 
how many take the trouble to install 
them the recommended way, oris it eas- 
ier to bung themonthe easiest way and 
hope they will operate, well most of 
the time? 


I have seen on some layouts, the 
same piece of rolling stock repeatedly 
derail at the same spot, but no in- 
vestigation done to rectify the trouble, 
At anexhibition this does not really 
create a good impression of the hobby. 
Derailments will occur for various 
reasons, I think some spectators ac- 
tually hope they will happen and the 
more spectacular the better. 


Providing the new C.O.M. does get 
nominated, one of the first jobs will 
be to do abudget on Journal and see if 
it will be possible to revert to six 
issues again. The amount of copy the 
Editor gets will also have a bearing on 
the matter. 


One does expect somr support and en- 
couragement to continue these honary 
positions, the time Rex alone has given 
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to Journal, would have covered building 
quite a large layout, with rolling 
stock and scenery, so how about just a 
bit of your time in some form or other? 


It would appear that the 25th Birth- 
day plans have been scuttled by in- 


flation. Our figures had been based 
On a maximum possible increase in 
charges by Easter '76 rather than a 


minimum and having to ask for increased 
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contributions at the last minute. Re 
funds are easier tomake than requests 
for more cash. Looking on the bright 
side, if the plans fizzle out it will 
give me some time to get back to the 


Castle class, put aside 12 months ago, 
which originally was supposed to be 
ready for the Oct. '74 Exhibition, but 
with luck '76. 


Norm Read. 


IS IT A MODEL RAILWAY? 


PART 6. by E. G. Watson 
Before Model Operations Begin. 
Before model operations can begin you get really familiar with it,possib- 


two things must be eliminated. 


1, Excessive Speed. 

Do you realise that if a train (on 
HO/OO) travels 14'' per second it is 
travelling at a scale speed of 60 mph? 
You must control the speed of the train 
so that it is going slow enough not to 
derail oncurves, points and crossovers 
and youdo not crash trucks while shunt- 
ing. 

If you can 
time table, 
house of data, 
permitted speeds 
overs etc. 


2. Knob twiddling. 


Without exception 


get hold of a working 
you will find it a store 
and get an idea of the 
Over points, cross- 


whenever I have 


let anyone else handle the controls 
of my layout there has been trouble 
caused by knob twiddling. The only 


way to avoid trouble is to, 

Ci) make the road for the train, 

(ii) start train moving at correct 
speed, and 

(iii) don't touch anything until it is 
time for the next operational move 
such as slowing train down, stop- 
pine LC, etc, 

until 


If you have a lever frame, 


ly it would be better to wait until the 
train stops before putting the road 
back behind it. Certainly be careful 
if you have hand-operated signals and 
points as one can easily cause a de- 
railment reaching across the base 
board, AND DON'T TWIDDLE WITH THE CON- 
TROLS AND LEVERS. 

One other factor needs consideration 
here. A question L'am often asked is 
How many trains do you have,'! As I 
am not a train collector I do not have 
any. 

What Idohave is a large, carefully 
selected ''stable'' of engines, rolling 
stock, DRM power vans and coaches that 
I make up into trains to suit my re- 
quirements, which is’ standard proto- 
type procedure. For example on the 
V.R. suburban scene, according to the 
line, day of the week and time of day, 


Il, 2, 4, 7 and 8 carriage suburban 
trains run. 
The length of goods trains varies 


from 72 GYs to engine, one truck and 
van. Light engines (engine alone) and 
''bonas'' (engine and van) also run. 

These points if kept in mind, can 
add a great deal of variety in the 
trains we run, plus we can run more 
trains with less rolling stock. 
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Re-organization of model railroading in Europe 


Reprint from AMRA Journal Vol. 3 No. 4 
November 1953. 


For better understanding on Inter- 
national operation inmodel railroading 
it is necessary to point out briefly the 
historical development of model railr6ébad 
gauges, scales, track and superstruct- 
ures. The basis for this considerat- 
ion is connected closely with the first 
railroad between Stockton and Darling- 
ton in England where George Stephenson 
was engaged to build this line. Edward 
Pease, another great and almost equally 
obstinate man, ordered him to make the 
width of his track to that of local 
country carts; with characteristic 
thoroughness Stephenson had measure- 
ments taken of about 100 carts used by 
farmers in the neighbourhood. The 
average width of these carts measured 
between the wheels at their base was 
a? o", With the exception of a few 
countries only (Spain, Portugal), this 
width of 4' 8%'' (1435mm) later became 
the European Standard Gauge, though not 
a "rounded'', and therefore, not a very 
convenient figure. This gauge, however, 
already used in Europe on such a large 
scale could not be changed without up- 
setting our whole railway system. 


Regarding our model trains; at the 
beginning of our present century, so- 
called "toy trains' were infull bloon, 
and there were only afew people start- 
ing construction of real scale models. 
At that time, 50 years ago, there were 
several toy railroad gauges in use, all 
of them big, and they were called: "1" 
mon. "3". and "4", As such toy trains 
were very expensive, only wealthy folk 
could afford them, and they needed 
plenty of room too! The No. 3 and No. 
4 gauges being the largest were so far 
out of our model railroad world that a 
few stories only about them have been 
passed on to our present time. The 
smallest of them, No. 1 gauge, is still 
known in our present time, used by a 


By Franz Moeller (West Berlin) 


very few people only. At that histor- 
ical time aproper model scale, accord- 
ing toold catalogues, was not recognis- 
able at all, but the gauge itself gives 
an idea, i.e. 
toy train gauge 

European Stand. Gauge 
with the following result: 


gauge proportion = 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Gauge 
No. inches mm. proportion 
4 2% 69.38 Lf 2045 
3 2% 6322 L/22e/ 

2 Z 50.8 LJ 2657 
1 1% 44.5 LI 3202 


Model scales were unknown and mean- 
ingless as no toy trains were built 
according to any prototype, but were 
absolute fantasy. All this was happen- 
ing in England, whilst the Germans were 
manufacturing for the British trade. 


Very soon, based upon gauge No. 1, the 
so-called and well known '"Battle of 
the Gauges'' was started by an important 
step taken by aset of pioneers who had 
already succeeded in splitting the 
model train atom, producing a smaller 
gauge of 1%'' (31.8mm or 32mm). The 
smaller gauge had to have a name, as 
there was no number below No. 1, this 
gauge was simply called ''0". 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Gauge 
No. inches mm. proportion 
O 1% 52 1/45 


The introduction of a smaller gauge 


was abig success forless space was re- 


quired in the home in comparison with 
the older gauges. But give some people 
your little finger and they will soon 
take your whole hand, and so it proved 
concerning our model gauges. Another 
group of pioneers - or _ radicals - 
around the time of World War 1 boldly 
started to cut ZERO in HALF, with the 
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he 


name of their new gauge '00" in sens- 
ible further development. 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Gauge 
No. inches mm. proportion 
OO 5/8 15.9 or 16 1/90 


Again German toy manufacturers co- 
operated, and soon after the year 1920 
the new gauge was the best joke of that 
year amongst British model railroad en- 
thusiasts. This gauge is still alive 
although represented only by the firm 
of TRIX, and likely to be abandoned if 
a change to 160.5 takes place. 


In further developments new names 
like A.Stewart-Reidpath and Edward Beal 
were appearing often in the upcoming 
model railroad literature. Up to this 
point no one had taken any care of 
scales or porportions in our models. 
But precisionists got to work and they 
found that the gauge proportion: 


16mm/1435mm = 1/90 = 3.38mm/foot 


This, according to British opinion, was 


a very inconvenient calculation. An- 
other gauge proportioninBritish style 
is: 3.5mm/foot = 1/87, and this was 


found much more convenient, so that this 
gauge '00'' was refined as 16.5mm as a 
result of such a consideration accord- 
ing to the new gauge proportion 1/8/ 
explained above, last, but not least as 
refinements of detail came in. Fnis 
new gauge was introduced therefore as 
follows: 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Gauge 
No. inches mm. proportion 
OO a0 16.4.5 1/87 


Then came a great dissension in our 
"Battle of Gauges". One section of 
modellers held out for a proportion of 
3.5mm/foot because that was the math- 
ematically calculated gauge. The other 
section was of the opinion that such a 
gauge of itself was unimportant as at 
that time model wheels and truck frames 
were made of lead, and these were much 
thicker than scale. Furthermore, it 
was pointed out that no suitable motors 
of such a small size were obtainable. 


To get scale appearance they therefore 
built over size car bodies, giving scale 
overhang beyond the wheels and trucks, 
arriving ata scale of: 4mm/1ft = 1/75, 
although the gauge remained at 16.5mm 
which is 3.5mmtol ft. or1/8/7. These 
people were right, of course, as long 
as out-of-scale wheels and trucks were 
obtainable only, and no suitable small 
motors. This gauge was named: No. OO 
16.5mm in 4mm scale, i.e. 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mM. proportion scale 
O00 1L6e5 1/87 1/76 


In this way 3.5 people were now in 
the minority, and by and by they lost 
ground. They had to get a new name 
which was found in HO, meaning "half 
O'", which became now: No. HO 16.5mm in 
3.5mm scale, i.e. 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
_No. mm, proportion scale 
HO 1635 1/87 1/87 


In the meantime gauge O was also 
checked, and according to similar con- 
siderations it was found that a gauge 
proportion in British style, was 32mm/ 
1435mm = 1/45 = 6.75mm/1 ft., which 
was also an inconvenient calculation. 
Therefore a scale of a rounded figure 
was adopted 7mm/1 ft = 1/43, this 
gauge became: No. O 32mm in /mm scale 
toes 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 
O oe 1/45 1/43 


This regulation concerning gauge 
"O'' was adopted by French modellers, 
and a further step was. undertaken in 
order to halve the scale exactly con- 
cerning HO gauge in France: 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 
HO L655 1/87 1/86 


Such a development of gauge and 
scale is of purely historic interest 
and not practiced by modellers to-day. 
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It is worth mentioning also that in 
England gauge No. 1 was adjusted as 
follows: 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 
1 45 1/32 1/30.5 


Returning to our HO gauge, the Brit- 
ish gauge Ho 16.5mm in 3.5mm scale was 
taken over by modellers inthe USA, and 
became well known all over the world. 
A construction scale of 4mm/1 ft. was 
also developed by American modellers, 
and this scale was also used for the 
gauge proportion, so that in the USA a 
new gauge came into use, i.e. No. 00 
19mm (USA) 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mM proportion scale 
OO 19 1/76 1/76 


A third OO gauge was in use in Ger- 
many until 1950. Model railroading 
was developing rapidly in this country 
particularly in gauge OO = 16.5mm with 
a gauge proportion and scale of con- 
struction both of 1/87: No. 00 16.5mm 
(Germany), i.e. 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 
00 16%5 1/87 1/87 


The following table gives a comparison 
of these three OO gauges: 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 

OO 165 1/87 1/76 England 
OO 19 1/76 L716: UsSeAs 
OO 1645 1/87 1/87 Germany 


The German OO gauge was actually 
the already known HO gauge. For this 
reason I changed, in Germany the name 
of this gauge to HO in a German model 
railroad periodical of which I was the 
Editor. This change was immediately 
followed by other German periodicals 
and by German manufacturers, so that 
to-day German OO gauge has disappeared 
completely. 


Later in England, out of OO gauge 
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in 4mm scale another gauge was intro- 
duced adhering to the original con- 
struction scale, the gauge itself being 
changed to 18mm instead of 19mm as in 


America. But for reasons of scale 
appearance (remember scale oversize, 
overhang, etc.) the gauge was chosen 


smaller with a proportion of 1/80 and 
the name EM: 
No. EM18mm in 4mm scale (England) i.e. 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 
EM 18 1/80 1/76 


A further development out of "0" 
gauge and "EM'' gauge took place in 
England in order to meet the demands 
of precisionists by creation of the 
gauges "OF" and "EMF" each having the 
same gauge proportion and the same 
construction scale, but finer details 
of wheels and rails. Recently it was 
found that regarding 'OF'' gauge these 
details were too fine, and therefore 
it was recommended last year to unite 
"QO" sauge with "OF" gauge cre ating Uni- 
versal "0'' gauge accordingly to test 
results of Mr. Townley, in England. 
These new dimensions are, as a matter 
of fact, in pretty close accordance 
with the proposed European Standards. 


In the direction of gauges larger 
than 16.5mminthe USA, a gauge between 
32mm and 16.5mm named "'S'' was introduced 
No. S 7/8" (22.23mm) in 3/16" seale: 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
No. mm. proportion scale 
S yaa A. 1/64 1/64 


Here gauge proportion and construction 
scale are of the same value: 22.23mm/ 
1435mm= 3/16'"/1lft. = 1/64 which 1S, 
according to European opinion due to 
the use of inches, not a convenient 
calculation. This gauge was adopted 
as some people believed that such a 
medium gauge had much to recommend it 
requiring less space than O gauge, but 
enabling more detail to be added than 
is possible with HO. 


A similar consideration took place 
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in Germany and in Austria where a gauge 
of 24mm., named ZO is in use: 24mm,i.e. 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
_No. mm. proportion scale 
ZO 24 1/60 1/60 


It is interesting to note that here 
gauge proportion and construction scale 
are of the same value and of a rounded 
figure, according to European ideas. 


In smaller gauges than 16.5mm men- 
tion must be made of the well known 
"TT'' gauge of 12mm which was’ first 
used successfully in the USA: No. TT 
in 1/10' scale; 


Gauge Gauge Gauge Construction 
_No. mm. proportion scale 
Td 12 £7120 1/120 


Finally, thereare of course, quitea 
lot of other gauges which are of less 
importance, or rather, of more or less 
national character, itis therefore not 
practicable to include all these gauges 
in our historical survey which already 
gives an idea of the existing chaos in 
gauges. It can therefore be well 
understood that now the determination 
of so called Model Railroad Standards 
had become an exigency. All these 
Standards were based upon test results 
of certain dimensions, all of them 
claiming safe operation, though diverg- 
ing enormously. The best known Stand- 


ards are: NMRA United States 1936 
BRMSE England 1941 
MONO Germany 1950 


As the result of careful study of 
all these Standards and their deviations 
it was found that the fixed dimensions 
were not based upon correct physical 
guiding principles or terms of refer- 
ence, It is really a pity that the 
wheels of our prototype railroads are 
running without difficulties and even 
crossing the frontiers of various 
countries, whilst the wheels of our 
models, according to differing stand- 
ards are not uniform and _ therefore 
producing trouble and difficulties. 
Such consideration called for research 
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for the purpose of finding directives 
which would represent a bases for In- 
ternational Standards and I am happy 
to report that as a_ result of my re- 
search, the first European Convention 
of Model railroaders at Ruedesheim in 
September, 1952, was enabled to come to 
an agreement for European Model Rail- 
road Standards, named NEM (Normes for 
European Model Railraoders). In this 
connection the attention may be drawn 
to the following publications of the 
Association of German Model Railroaders' 
Clubs. 


1. Minutes covering the Standardization 
Conference of European Model Railroaders 
at Ruedesheim, September 12th to 14th, 
1995-2» 

2. International Model Railroad Stand- 
ards, by Franz Moeller, West Berlin. 
3. NEM Data Sheets, proposed in October 
195 2% 


The new NEM Standards are based upon 
an absolutely objective standardizatim 
system under NMRA, BRMSB, and MONO 
standards. The details of the NEM are 
such that though a little more coarse, 
it is possible to run NMRA wheels on 
NEM track as well as NEM wheels on 
NMRA track and their relations are in 
correct reference of terms in correct 
order within one and the same gauges, 
as well as in relation to the other 
gauges. The new designed and proposed 
NEM Data sheets have fixed dimensions 
about those gauges only which areof 
international character such as No. l, 
O, S, HO, and TT. And it is or course 
possible to reorganize all other gauges 
of national or any other character too, 
as this system covers the whole range 
of model gauges according to its math- 
ematical system. 


HO gauge NEMdimensions have already 
been proved by test results on the lay- 
out of the French Association of Model 
Railroaders, at Lyon. Italy too is 
co-operating, whilst the Australian 
Model Railway Association, (AMRA) with 
their own Standards are going to co- 
operate with Europe in fixing a set of 
universal standards by making any nec- 
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essary adjustments to either set of 
standards until both are the same, 
trusting that this will be satisfactory 
to an International organization of 
Model Railroaders. 


The founding of an International 
Federation of Model Railroaders, or 
Union of International Model Railroaders 
(UIM) is hoped to be possible at Munich 
(G) in Sept. 1953, being the second 
International Convention of Model Rail- 
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roaders of Europe. Then the prospect 
arises that as wheels of prototype 
railraods are running without difficult- 
ies from country to country, in the near 
future NEMwheels will also dothe same. 
In this way arolling wheel upon a rail 
becomes a symbol of International under- 
standing between many countries, andit 
is hoped that such a symbol will be 
acceptable to become the totem of the 
Union of International Model Rail- 
roaders. 


TRACK IS A MODEL TOO, OR AN AID TO 
BEATING INFLATION 


Having grown up in a modelling 
atmosphere where handlaying of track 
has always been the practice, I am 
always surprised at the replies re- 
ceived when I ask other modellers why 
they don't lay their own track by hand. 
These replies are usually of the "too 
hard" or ''too slow'' variety. 


The following is an attempt to answer 
these objections. The method des- 
cribed is by no means original, but 
rather is a collection of ideas and 
practices from many sources which have 
proved themselves over time. The 
skills needed are very simple and are 
easily acquired withalittle practice. 
On the time aspect a yard of track can 
be laid inone to two hours, but I have 
always felt that time should never rule 
the construction of alayout - it makes 
it too much of a chore if working to a 
deadline. 


Handlaying results inaproduct sup- 
erior inboth appearance and performance 
to purchased flexi-track and both track 
and more importantly points and cross- 
ings can be custom built to suit the 
track plan. 

Finally aBIG plusinfavour of hand- 
laying in these inflationary times is 
the cost factor. A yard of handlaid 


By Ron Cunningham 


“track costs about $1.00 in materials 


which is about half the cost of flexi- 
track. The savings on points are even 
greater, about 60¢ per point as apposed 
to over $3.00 in the hobby shop. This 
represented a saving of over $200 on 
my current under-construction layout - 
the price of several brass locos. 


Well then having convinced you of 
the merit of handlaid track, onto the 
method, 


Trackbase. Most layouts are built on 
the open grid-riser method which can 
be seen in photo l. (This is a di- 
orama being built for photographing 
models, but the principle isthe same). 
The trackbase consists of %'' pyneboard 
lengths about 2' wide per track which 
is screwed from below to the risers 
via cleats, (important for easy moving 
of track if necessary). On top of the 
pyneboard isalayer of %4'' canite again 
about 2" wide per track. This mater- 
ial is soft enough to take spikes and, 
as the spikes do not’ reach the pyne- 
board it acts as a_ sound absorber. 
Over the years all types of material 
such as cork, rubber etc. have been 
tried, but the canite suits us best. 
The canite is glued to the pyneboard 
with any white glue such as Aquadhere 
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Photo 1. Showing the track base con- 
struction. Some sleepers are already 
in place. The newspaper is the base 


for scenery to come, 


and then given a coat of dark stain. 
This is not really necessary asit will 
eventually be covered with ballast and 
scenery, but this may not be for some 
time and the stainis not so glaring as 
the white of the canite. 


Sleepers. The making of the sleepers 
is the most time consuming and tedious 
task. They can be purchased ready 
cut, but I prefer for cost reasons to 
split my own. This is done by obtain- 
ing 1/16'' sheets of soft pine such as 
Obechi or King Billy Pine (Model Dock- 
yard or Hobbyco has been my source) or 
as a second best from the cost angle - 
Northeastern sheet. 


Dimensions will vary according to 
prototype, but for NSWa9'' wide sleeper 
can be obtained by splitting 1/10'' wide 
strips from the sheet. These strips 
are then cut into scale 8' lengths. 
This exercise can be simplified by 
first cutting the sheets into lengths 
about 4 sleepers long. A simple jig 
can then be constructed to aid the 
splitting into strips. 


A 4" sheet, 36'' long will produce 
about 1000 sleepers orenough for about 
22. ft. Of: track. In an evening work 
I have split enough sleepers for my 
entire layout - about 200 ft. of track. 


The cut sleepers are then stained 
to the desired colour. Estapol wood 
stains are excellent for this and you 
can obtain a variety of shades to re- 
present different stages of weathering, 
Experimentation is in order here to get 
the shades you want. 


Sleeper Jig. An indispensable aid to 
tracklaying is the sleeper jig. One 
can be manufactured quite simply. Ob- 
tain a piece of timber roughly 4" x 1" 
~ 15" Along one edge attach a 1" x 
4" stopper strip. Next from 1/32" 
sheet (or any sheet thinner than the 
sleeper material used) cut strips which 
will represent the space between the 
sleepers. In NSW this apace is about 
15'' to give a 2 ft. sleeper spacing 
centre to centre. These strips are 
cut to about 1%'"' lengths and glued _ to 
the jig ends against the stopper strips 
to represent the spacings. 


The sleepers are_ placed between 
these strips to give automatic correct 
sleeper location. To transfer the 
sleepers to the trackbed obtain a roll 
of %'' masking tape. Draw off a piece 
of tape which exceeds the length of the 
jig and place this tape along the top 
of the sleepers. Press the tape down 
on each sleeper then lift the tape. 
Provided the sleepers are not too tight 
in the jig, the tape will lift all the 
sleepers ready for placement on the 
trackbed. 


Photo 2. 
jig and the use of the tape 
fer sleepers to the trackbed. 


Showing the sleeper spacing 
to trans- 
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Tracklaying. Return to the track- 
location and draw a guideline on the 
canite to represent the edge of the 


Next run some white glue 
down the centre of the track-location 
- not too. much. Transfer the tape 
with sleepers attached to the trackbed 
and locate, using the guideline drawn 
on the canite. 

When the’ sleepers 
place a straight edge on top of the 
sleepers to hold them in position and 
remove the masking tape. Re-position 
any that have moved, add any irregular- 
ities you want and the’ sleepers are 
ready for rail-laying. 

At this stage you could’ sprinkle 
ballast between the sleepers onto the 
white glue. This is a temporary 
effect until later when the full bal- 
lasting is done. 


sleepers. 


are in position 


When the sleepers are dry you _ are 
ready to lay rail - code 70 or 100 for 
HO, code 100 is easier, but code 70 
produces a far better appearance - 3 
or 4 track gauges of the 3 point type. 
Kadee produce a dual code 70/100 gauge 
which is OK. (if you can obtain any of 
the old Hambling type these are by far 
the best) - spikes - steel straight edge 
and pointed nose pliers. 

Rail-laying is easy and 
forward. 
canite as 


straight 


Using the line drawn on the 
a guide locate 


the nearest 


Photo 3. Spiking the first rail. 


Photo 4. 


Finally the second rail. 


rail in position and spike about every 
10 inches measuring to the guide line. 
Using the straight edge as a guide 
pressed against one side of the rail, 
spike about every fourth sleeper (more 
frequently on a curve), then switch 
the straight edge to the other side of 
the rail and complete the spiking. 
Sometimes the sleeper splits when spik 
ing depending on the wood used. This 
can be overcome by drilling the sleeper 
to be spiked with a pin vice drill. 
It is only necessary todo this for the 
side of the rail closest to the sleeper 
end. This does not take long, you can 
drill every fourth sleeper ina yard 
of track in a couple of minutes. 

Once one rail is in position you 
follow the same procedure for the other 
rail except that the track gauges are 
used to locate the second rail. Best 
results are obtained if you use _ the 
gauges to spike about every 10 inches 
then use the straight edge between. 
It gives a straighter second rail. 
Constantly check with the gauges and 
the track is then finished ready for 
running and ballasting. 

By extending this method youcan lay 
curves, points, crossings etc, you can 
if you want to, install easements and 
superelevation. It's quite a simple 
method once you have tried it. 


Trackwork is a model too and hand- 
laying will give you realistic track 
with superior performance and help make 
your railway a real showpiece. 

In the near future, I'll extend the 
method to pointwork. 


wy 
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An exercise in imagination 


BY PHIL KNIFE 


Most readers will agree that railways 
don't just happen - there is a vast 
amount of planning and surveying that 
must be done before the rails are laid. 
The same certainly applies to a model 
railway, although, depending on one's 
taste, often to a lesser degree than 
on the prototype. If we are to build 
a convincing model railway we must take 
our time and plan carefully, tailoring 
our plans to fit our own wishes and 
needs. It is this planning process 


PHOTOS BY AUTHOR 


which I aim to discuss inthe two parts 
to this article, perhaps germinating 
a spark of enthusiasm in others to do 
likewise, 

The layout to be described here in 
these two articles ABBOTSBURY SOUTHERN 
is used to explain how this planning 
process works in practice. It was 
built in my garage here in Sydney and 
was fully described in the "Railway 
Modeller" for July, 1970. Although 
based very firmly on an English pro- 


Abbotsbury station, with an express 


from London arriving behind West Country 


class 4-6-2 No. 21C114 "Budleigh Salterton". 
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totype, the planning principles are 
equally applicable to any Australian 
prototype. Alas, this layout is no 
longer in existence, but its successor 
(also Abbotsbury Southern) may be fan- 
iliar to some readers as it appeared in 
last year's Sydney exhibition in con- 
junction with Peter Betts' fine lay- 
out. It also featured in the ''Rail- 
way Modeller of June, 1974. The pro- 
totype branch line on which the model 
is based is quite imaginary but, hope- 
fully, plausible. Read on, then, 
while I describe the evolution of the 
first Abbotsbury Southern and the plan- 
ning process and principles which led 
to its conception. 

Planning the Prototype. 

The reason for planning in the be- 
ginning is the need for realism in the 
model and its identification with the 
prototype. As the model is to be run 
on strictly prototypical lines a suit- 
able prototype for modelling must be 
chosen. Abbotsbury, from the outset, 
was to beabranch line of the Southern 
Railway of England in about 1947, the 
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last year under private ownership before 
all the railways of Great Britain were 
nationalized. I wanted the line to 
serve a small coastal town, so the 
possibilities at this stage were nar- 
rowed down to one or two. The ap- 
propriate large scale map was pur- 
chased and detailed investigation com- 
menced. Because of the difficulties 
of modelling anexact prototype statton 
twelve thousand miles away, my branch 
had to be imaginary, yet completely 
plausible. (Those who read the writ- 
ings of Peter Denny and John Charman, 
to name but two, will know what I 
mean) . 

Abbotsbury, in the county of Dorset 
was chosen. It already had a rail- 
service, but provided by the arch-rival 
the Great Western Railway, and met my 
other requirements. On reference to 
the map of the area it was quite pos- 
ible for a line to be run from a junc- 
tion with the main Dorchester - Weymouth 
line just south of Dorchester to Abbots- 
bury (see Fig. 1). Following the con- 
tours to avoid excessive gradients and 
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heavy civil engineering works, the line 
could have passed near the villages of 
Martinstown and Portesham, crossing 
above the GWR Abbotsbury branch east of 
Portesham. A short tunnel would have 
been necessary under the summit of Cor- 
ton Down, and the final mile or so. to 
drop at lin 50tothe coast. The whole 
project seemed plausible,especially as 
competition was fierce between the rail- 
way companies of the day when the line 
would have been built and uneconomic 
competition considered completely just 
ified. Abbotsbury was, therefore, 
chosen as the prototype. 

In order to rationalize this appar- 
ent meddling withhistory some research 
was necessary into the beginnings of 
the railways in the area. This fas- 
cinating glimpse into railway history 
revealed that a standard gauge extension 
of the main line of the London and 
South Western Railway from Dorchester 
to the Channel coast, right through 
Brunel's broad gauge territory, could 
have been a gem for the standard gauge 
protagonists. (You may think early 
Australia was had enough for mixed 
gauges - the GWR main lines had a gauge 
of 6'0%"" up until 1892, hence the 
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"Gauge War" between the GWR and its 
competitors). Therefore, the project 
was begun in1857 by the LSWR to extend 
their main line to a new port of their 
own at Abbotsbury. With the eventual 
opening of the dual-gauge joint line 
from Dorchester to Weymouth the Abbots- 
bury extension became redundant And was 
never developed as a main line. Never 
the-less, it prospered as a branch line 
and the little port of Abbotsbury pros- 
pered with it. In 1923 the LSWR was 
absorbed into the Southern Railway, and 
so the SRoperated the Abbotsbury branch 
until it, too, was absorbed into the 
nationalized British Railways. 

Having found the locality, planned 
the prototype and made it believable 
with a slight adjustment to history, 
my next task was to draw up the grad- 
ient profile for the line. This was 
done quite simply by measuring dis- 
tances along the planned route and 
comparing it with the contours. The 
result is the graph shown in Fig. 2, 
from which can easily be calculated 
the various gradients. This will be 
used as the basis for timetable planning 
later on. 
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Analysing the Traffic. 


Research carried out up to this stage 
had given a fair indicationof the type 
of traffic the line would have carried. 
In considering Abbotsbury as a small 
coastal port limagined it would support 


a small fishing fleet and a declining 
coastal shipping trade. The general 
locality around Abbotsbury would have 
some stone quarries and, of course, a 
certain amount of farming and grazing 
would be expected, Abbotsbury would 

have received coal, general merchandise 
and some traffic for transhipment at 
the quay. In turn, farm produce would 
be despatched, with merchandise from 
the quayside and a_ general traffic in 
livestock. Stone from local quarries 
would be unlikely to be passed through 
Abbotsbury, unless to be moved by sea. 
As a result, I allowed provision for 


handling quarry traffic further up th 
line (in my plans for later extension) 
and just concentrated on the merchand- 
ise already mentioned. Bulk handling 
of any items, except coal, would have 
been unlikely. In summary then, pro- 
vision would have to be made for in- 
coming coal and general merchandise, 
for handling goods over the quay and for 
outgoing farm produce, livestock and 
general goods transhipped at the quay. 
Passenger traffic was analysed inthe 
same fashion. I decided that my re- 
quirements would be almost identical to 
the nearby LSWR branch line from Wareham 
to Swanage, andso I designed passenger 
facilities accordingly. Two push-pull 
units were required to handle local 
branch passenger traffic between Cor- 
chester and Abbotsbury. A twice-daily 
through service to Bournemouth was also 


Abbotsbury goods yard, 


with the vard 
4-4-2T No. 3488.departing with a semi-fast passenger train to Bournemouth. 


shunter on shed (0-6-OT No. 1323) and 
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required, along with once-daily through 
coaches from London. With the post- 
war resurgence in holiday traffic such 
a seaside locality as Abbotsbury would 
attract through trains from London, 
Reading, Birmingham and Bath, allowing 
for connections from the north of 
England. I assumed, therefore, that 
summer Saturdays were likely to be very 
busy and that goods and local traffic 
would have be curtailed for the addit- 
ional passenger traffic. : 
Planning the Facilities. 

Armed with this detailed knowledge 
of the type and variety of traffic the 
line was to handle, I drew up a list 
of facilities required. Obviously a 
passenger station capable of handling 
local and through passenger trains was 
essential. At first a long platform 
with bay, vis-a-vis Swanage, was pro- 
vided. This turned out to be in- 
adequate, so a third platform for par- 
cels handling had to be added. This 
platform could also cope with passenger 
traffic at peak periods, especially on 
summer Saturdays. Being a sea-side 
town with limited port facilities a 
quayside line was essential. This 
needed a crane for transhipping goods 
to coasters alongside, and warehouse 
facilities. The relatively heavy 
coal traffic would require asiding and 
coal-handling facilities, andthe ~gen- 
eral merchandise, a fair-sized goods 
shed. A cattle dock would be necess- 
ary and, of course, spare siding space 
for accommodating empty’ vehicles. 
Finally, road access to some of the 
siding would have to be provided. 

A most important reason for going 
into so much detail to analyse the 
traffic requirements is to enable one 
to decide on the number and type of 
locos and rolling stock the layout 
would need. Although express passenger 
locos would be out of place on a line 
such as this, the extensive summer holi- 
day traffic wouldallowa''West Country" 
Pacific to run on odd occasions. I 
consider itimportant that the locomot- 
ives and rolling stock must fit the 
locality and period. I do use a bit 
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of modeller's licence in this regard, 
but I won't run a loco that wasn't in 
existence at the time that my model de- 
picts. 

Finally, before anaccurate and real- 
istic timetable canbe compiled one must 
know what sort of trains, and at what 
frequency, the line will require for 
its day today working. Having analysed 
the traffic the line would bear this 
final step in the basic planning is 
quite easy. On this decision of fre- 
quency of trains will depend the number 
of each type of vehicle that is required 
and the minimum number of locomotives 
to work the line. 

In the second part of this article 
I will discuss the layout plan itself 
and howitwas devised, the locomotives 
and rolling stock needed forit and how 
the timetable by which to run it was 
compiled. This is probably the most 
interesting and entertaining part of 
the whole planning process and the one 
to which most people look forward. I 
hope you will join me, then, for the 
conclusion of this saga in the next 
Journal. 


FOR SALE. 


THE ABBOTSBURY SOUTHERN layout, as 
exhibited at the Sydney Exhibition in 
October 1974 and featured in the "Rail- 
way Modeller" for June 1974. This 
layout is OO/HO gauge, fully sceniced 
and is being offered complete with con- 
trol panel, but without trains or power 
units. Price is negotiable, but around 
$150. All enquiries to: P.A. Knife, 
7/2 Blake Street, Kogarah, NSW. 2217. 


HELP WANTED. 


- If any member has repowered at Atlas 
Alco RC 2 diesel or a Sekisue Con-cor 
PA 1 diesel, Mr.J. Clarke, 10 Clarence 
St. Maclean, NSW, 2463, would like to 
hear about it, as his two have faulty 
armatures and he cannot’ get them re- 
paired. 
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Entries in the AMRA Competition 1974 against background scenery by John Dunn 


Peter Bett's 32, Kevin Brown's FR, Allan Brown's SBX. Phot Taek 2 
oto - Jac arker. 


A 32 class loco works a goods through Bullinga Station on the well detailed HO 
layout of the Hurstville Model Railway Club at the 1974 AMRA Sydney Exhibition. 


Photo - Alan Templeman. 
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SOME MODEL RAILWAY GUAGES & SCALES 


Recently, needing to settle an argu- 
ment, I started looking through various 
Model Railway magazines forthe differ- 
ent scale/gauge relationships in "'N" 
gauge. The following table gives the 
results of my research, and I hope that 
you are not quite as confused as I am. 

The figures in the table are arith- 
metic conversions, and are corrected 
to the third figure. The assumptions 


used are: ] inch is 25.4mm 


4'85" is 4.708' or 1435.1mm 
1'O" is 304.8mm 


BY W. U. BATES 


Gauge is defined as the distance 
between the inside faces of the heads 
of the rails, and it can be seen that 
in some scales the gauge represented 
is a long way out. For example ''G"' 
gauge, used in garden railways on No.1 
gauge track, or HOJ used to represent 
3'6'"' gauge Japanese railways. 


However, 9mm gauge using 1.9 mm/ft. 
scale represents Standard Gauge, and 
that was what started all this. 


SOME COMMONLY AND UNCOMMONLY USED SCALES AND GAUGES IN MODEL RAILWAYS. 


GAUGE NAME MODEL TRACK GAUGE WHICH IS 
INCHES mm 

15 inch Lae 381.0 >" 0" 

145"" Scale Ts> 190.5 5" oO" 

14"" Scale Fea) 184.15 4" JO" 

14" Seale 720 L778 4' g" 

1'' Scale 520 L27 <0 a: 

i" Scale 4.75 18 Pe 4’ 9" 

Z"" Scale a5 88.9 4' gi 

G Gauge Lelf2Z 45.0 > 3403" 

GM Gauge PeZi2 45.0 1012.5mm 

K Gauge LeJ/ 45.0 1012.5mm 

No. 3 Gauge 225 63.5 5: 0" 

*"" Scale 2a 22 Sek 4" 6" 

No.2 (7/16") 250 50.8 4" 63" 

7/16" Scale 26125 54.0 a) 10,4" 

Lionel Std. 2,125 54.0 

No.1 Gauge iy a 45.0 4' gt 

1n3% 1225 32,0 3' 4" 

O(Ob) England Lez 32.0 4' 6.84" 

O (17/64") LZ) 52.0 4' 8 3/8" 

OnM 0.825 21.0 948. 7mm 

Oc(Continent ) 1.25 a230 4' 8 3/8" 

OM75 0.65 16,5 74. 25cm 

O ¢2') La25 3240 ar 

OA (%'') (Q) Lel/ 29.9 4° 35" 

On3% 0.875 2202 3S" 6" 

On3 (Q36) 0475 19.05 3 ‘oO 

On2% 0.65 16.5 2° eZ" 

On2 05 LZe/ 2* 0” 


AT A SCALE OF PROPORT ION REAL 
in/ft mmn/f£t (RATIO) TRACK 
SIZE 
3.0 76.2 124 4" 85" 
Leo 38.1 1:8 A. 82" 
125 3341 1:8 4°. 6." 
is 38.1 1:8 4* 95" 
1.0 25.4 L212 i ee" 
1.0 25.4 Pe iZ LY 63" 
Oe75 19.05 L216 4°. Bx" 
O.533 13<54 1222;:5 4° 82" 
0.535 13.54 142235 1 metre 
6 Pte fe 13.54 Lt22.5 1 metre 
0.5 12.7 L224 “ree 
0.5 12.9 1:24 4! gh 
0.438 11.13 1:27.4 4! ghn 
0.438 Li.«i3 122734 a? Be" 
04375 2553 1¢32 4* 3." 
0.375 9553 | Me 3' 6" 
O.276 7.0 1243.5 Z* 3" 
0.267 be77 $245.16 4’ 8," 
0.267 bes? 1245.16 1 metre 
O.267 Gad 7 1:45.18 At 82" 
0,267 6.77 L345 75cm 
O.25 6235 1:48 a" 3" 
0.25 6.35 1:48 it Se" 
GO, 25 6435 1:48 a 6” 
0.25 6.35 1:48 3° oO" 
0.25 6435 1:48 2) 6" 
0225 6.35 1:48 2°." 
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LNAAR ¢ 1.177 29.9 4 84" 0.25 6.35 1:48 ik iyi 
"S (3/16") 0.875 22.2 At gi 0.188 -4.8 1:64 4" gin 
Sn3k 0.650 16.5 3" 5" 0.188 4.8 1:64 3' 6" 
Sn3 0.563 14.3 3' 0" 0.188 4.8 1:64 3' oO" 
Sn2%; 0.471 12:0 2' 6" 0.188 4.8 1:64 2' 6" 
00 0.65 16.5 AY yin 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 4! gin 
OO (NMRA STD.) 0.77 19.0 At git 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 44 giu 
PROTOFOUR 0.739 18.83 4 gy" 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 4! gm 
00n3 0.472 12.0 3" 0" 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 3" 0" 
OO BG (Irish) 0.825 21.0 5' 3" 0.157 4.0 1:76.2 5' 3" 
EM 0.707 18.0 4! gh 0.150 3.82 1:80 At gim 
OHJ (Japan) 0.650 16.5 Aran 0.150 3.82 1:80 3° 6" 
3.75mm 0.650 16.5 At 4 sz" 0.148 3.75 1:81.28 4! 8" 
HO 0.650 16.5 4" 8.53" 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 4" gh 
HOn3%; 0.472 12.0 3' 5 1/8" 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 3° 6" 
HOnM 0.472 12.0 1044mm 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 1 metre 
HOn3 0.413 10.5 3' 0" 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 3" 0" 
HOn 2%; 0.354 9.0 2' 6.85" 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 2' 6" 
HOM75 0.354 9.0 78.5¢cm 0.138 3.5 1:87.1 75cm 
HOn2 0.276 7.0 0.138 0.138 3.5 e744 2! 0" 
1/8" 0.650 16.5 5' 2.4" 0.125 3.18 1:96 5' 3" 
TT3 (England) 0.472 12,0 4! ou 0.118 3.0 1:101.6 4! gin 
TT3n3% 0.413 10.5 3° 6" 0.118 3.0 1:101.6 3: 6" 
TT3n3 0.354 9.0 3" 0" 0.118 3.0 1:101.6 3! 0" 
TTn3}; 0.354 9.0 3" 6" 0.100 2.54 1:120 3: 6" 
NZ120 (N.Z.) 0.354 9.0 3' 6.48" 0.100 2.54 1:120 3" 6 
TT (NMRA STD.) 0.471 11.96 4' 8.64" 0.10 2.54 1:120 At gh 
TT (Europe) 0.472 120 AY 9,6" 0.098 2.5 1:122 4! 3 
N 2-1/16mm 0.354 9.0 At 4 qu 0.081 21/16 1:148 At gh 
000 (N) 0.354 9.0 At 6M 0.079 2.0 1:152 A! a 
Nn3% (000n35) 0.276 7.0 3" 6" 0.079 2.0 1:152 3" 6" 
NnM (00CnM) 0. 256 6.5 978mm 0.079 a0 1:152 1 metre 
NBG (OOOBG) 0.413 10.5 5' 3" 0.079 2.0 1:152 5' 3" 
N 0.354 9.0 4" 8 7/8" 0.075 1.9 1:160 4! gin 
Nn3% 0.256 6.5 31 6" 0.075 1.9 1:160 3' 6" 
Z 0. 256 6.5 4’ 7,8" 0.055 1.39 1:220 4’ gin 
2.7/8 inch 26075 73,0 46.7" .630 16.0 1:19 At gin 
On 2 7/8" 1.25 32.0 2'0" .630 16.0 1:19 2'Q" 
On3G 1.25 32.0 2'3,q" 2551 14.0 1:21.8 213" 
#3 2.5 63.5 A'6 qn 2551 14.0 1:21.8 4, 8" 
*3 2.5 63.5 A'Q 6" 530 13.46 1:23,2 4° 8% 
LF Led 45.0 A416" 394 10.0 1:30.5 4'gh 
WY 1.75 4405 ies 4" 394 10.0 1:30.5 44 3h" 
OnlG 1.25 32.0 3°24" .394 10.0 1:30.5 3! on 
Standard 2.125 54.0 518.2" 2375 9.5 1232 4.1 gh 
Standard 25125 54.0 4'10,2" 54375 11.13 L227 oe. 
OF 1.25 39.0 4'6.8" 276 7.0 1:43.5 4.18% 
OOn 0.65 1665 2'4,2" 32/6 re, 1.43.5 213" 
TI3n 0.47 12.0 2'2,2" ~ 217 5.5 1:55.4 2'3" 
Hl 0.875 291 41gn .1875, 1:64 41 8'5" 
S (Europe) 0.875 2261 et re a 4.7 165 A" 8% 
EM 0.70 18.0 416" .157 4.0 1:76.2 4'gun 
009 0.354 9.0 2'3" 157 4.0 1:76.2 2'3" 
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Gauge Name Model Track Gauge Which At a Scale of Ratio Real 

inch lm, SS inch/ ft mm/ft Track Size 
HOE 0,62 16.0 4'6,9"! Pa cts 36) L237 4°85" 
OOE 0.65 1665 4'10.5" 083 1:9] 4°85"! 
E 0.59 14.9 4'8.2" 0125 Sek “1296 4'85"' 
QO (USA) 0.60 Loe2 4'9.6"! ei25 3.18 1:96 4185" 
OOC 0.56 14.3 4'8,3" lem/m  1:100 453" 
TM 0553 136) 4'6" 0119 320° §©6—612 2OLS6 4°85" 
i i 0.47 12.0 os” ALZO") gil 12108.1 4°85" 
HOO 0.39 10.0 510" 0079 2.0 1:144 Dey 
QO0O 0.30 7762 4'4.1" 069 1:174 4'8"' 
K 0.31 8.0 4°5.6" 1.7/5 1:180 4°85" 


EEM ) See Protofour. 
EMF ) 


Addendum. 00 (NMRA STD.) Model track gauge should be .75"' 19.Omn. 

All these scales and gauges exist or existed. 

Some gauge names e.g. E, PO, HL, S and S (Europe) vary slightly, by ratio only, 
but each had-at least one manufacturer produce equipment to that gauge name. 


PRODUCT REVIEW 


GRAFAR N pauce points. "springing" I could find was the flexing 
of the moving blades against the stock 
rail when the point closes, 

The lack of any insulation between 
the "jumper leads'' built in under the 
frog could cause "shorting" when the 
point is fixed down, unless the model- 
ler slipped in some insulation, or 
else painted the jumpers with nail 
polish. 

If the point works as_ good as it 
looks, Iwould say it will be a winner. 
I will install it in an exhibition "N" 
gauge layout and hope that we will get 
some comments on its performance later. 


This new N gauge point was supplied 
by the manufacturer and sells in England 
for £1.35 each including tax. It will 
be available in Australia for around 
$4.00 (it may be a little more). The 
point will be available as either left 
hand, right hand, orY 18' radius, and 
feature self isolation in conjunction 
with a live metal frog. All track work 
is nickel silver, and the moulded 
sleepers have a wood grain finish. 


The bubble pack states that the 
points have sprung blades. The only 
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Friedmont Models; VR. wooden ice re- 
frigerated van, class T obtained from 
The Engine Shed @ $3.45, plus 0.55¢ for 
a PMH underframe; also obtainable from 
The Signal Box for similar prices. 

A one piece moulding of roof sides 
and ends, with a separate floor. The 
model has very little flash and excell 
ent detail. It is a model of the 15% 
ton unit and measures 25'3'' over the 
buffer beams, is 8'0O'' wide across the 
buffer beam, andhas a 14'4" wheelbase. 
The only measurements I have are the 
internal measurements and it would seem 
from these that it should be 6" to 8" 
higher. End detail is lacking and could 
be easily added. The model can be 
converted to a TP by the addition of a 
3'0'"' door near each end and using pas- 
senger type bogies such as roundhouse 
No. 2932 - standard 4 wheel pullman. 

For the average modeller this unit 
would give another welcome addition to 
the roster for an afternoon's work. 

As with other kits 


in this series 
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the super-detailer can add shunter's 
steps, grab irons, brakes etc. to com- 
plete the model. 


Friedmont Models, V.R. open wagons, 
class RY obtained from The Engine Shed 
@ $3.45, plus 0.55¢ for a RMH 11'6" 
wheelbase, 4 wheel underframe; also 
obtainable from The Signal Box for sim- 
ilar prices. 

Aone piece moulding with reasonably 
good detail - the sides are excellent, 
but the ends are a little unreal. Us- 
ing the dimensions shown in AMRA Journal 
82, the body measures 22'O'' over buffer 
beams, 9!'2'"' wide and 4'3" high (above 


+ 


the buffer beam) at 3.5mm/foot scale. 
The kit needs only the addition of 


the shunter steps, brake handle and a 
coat of paint to be a welcome addition 
to the roster. 

For the super detailer or rivet 
counter the ends will need a slight 
modification, the addition of the 
shunter's grab rails, andthe tarpaulin 
rods. To disguise the thickness,either 
a load or a tarpaulin can be fitted. 

The plastic(casting resin) is fairly 
brittle and fine details such as the 
thin rolled edge at the top of the body 
is easily damaged. The roneoed in- 
struction sheet is quite adequate for 
this model. The whole job of assembly 
and painting can be finished in an 
afternoon, making this a quick addition 


to the roster. Rex Little. 
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2 RAIL TRACK CIRCUITING 


Reprint from N.Z. Model Railway Journal, Oct/Nov 1972. 


A very useful device in model rail- 
roading is the track circuit. With 
it one can build automatic signalling, 
illuminated track diagrams, and the 
like, all of which are very impressive. 
Here then is the circuit diagram for 
the track circuit and an explanation 
of how and why it works. 


I hope [have not been too technical 
in writing the article, indeed, I have 
not yet gone to university to find out 
what some of the technical terms are. 
The only real worry is that I may have 
been too vague about how to get trans- 
istors in New Zealand. I get mine 
secondhand at very reasonable prices, 
about $1.30 per track circuit. It 
seems rather pointless, in my view, to 
advocate a track circuit costing three 
or four times that much brand new. 


Components. 
Ql any NPN transistor that takes 30mA 


Ice. 
Rl 39K ohms 
R2 39K ohms 
R3 560 ohms 
Dl any signal diode 
D2 BY 126 or similar 
Relay P.O. 3000 type of Siemens mini- 
ature with 100C to 1600 ohm coils. 


Note. All the components’ the writer 
uses except the relay and D2 are from 
surplus 'IBM' computer boards. The 
IBM transistors were numbered 083 but 


24 y. 


I2 VoLr 


T@ ACTION 
SUPPLY 
I2v 
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B anand 


TRACK CIRCUITS. BoDIRECTION OF TRAVEL 


switch. 


BY A.E. KOCH 


the choice of these components is not 
critical except that Ql should be able 
to pass about 30mA depending onthe re- 
lay used, and R3 should be small enough 
to let the relay operate. 


HOW IT WORKS. 


When the base of the transistor Ql 
is positive with respect to the emitter, 
the transistor turns on, operating the 
relay and clearing signals, etc. Now 
the emitter is a potential of: 

R3 


{2 + R34 RL VOLTS 
560 
oo ciiinmasimmnnecehcompasssienins 
12 560 + 1000 volts 


that is 16 volts, 


The base must be slightly more pos- 
itive, say 17 volts. The potential 
at X must be: 


Li * Sa volts 
iy = een cs ee volts 


39000 + 39000 
that is about 20 volts. 


When the potential at X drops below 
20 volts, the transistor turns off and 
the relay will drop out putting signals 
to stop etc. 


The two running rails act like a 
When the switch is closed by 
putting something across the rails, the 
potential at X will drop. A 10k res- 
istor, ora loco (25) or a carriage 
fitted with lights (150) will lower 
the potential at X well below 20 volts. 


Now see what happens when the tract- 
ion supply is turned on to get the 
trains going. The highest potential 
X can become as a result, is 12 volts 
which is well below that is required 
to interfere with the track circuit. 


When the train moves, poor contact 
between wheel and rail may cause the 
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relay to flicker. If this should 
happen a capacitor C of about 10 mfd 
may be added into the circuit as shown 
in dotted lines. 


BAD BUGS. 


The diode in the traction supply D2 
necessary so that anobstruction in say 
track circuit C will not cause track 
circuit A to drop out, prevents train 
running in both directions - only from 
right to left. Wiring in a double 


To OD! 
"ye" 
De 
de O VOLTS 
TRACTION 
SUPPLY 
PEVERSING 
BSW/ITCH. 
A a Ir~3 
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pole-double throw switch for each track 
circuit solves this problem (very ex- 
pensive). So be prototypical - track 
circuit the main line where trains run 
in one direction only. 


GOOD BUGS. 


This circuit uses very little power, 
perhaps 100mW in the clear position, 
and about 3mW inthe occupied position. 


The circuit is also fail-safe and 
it shouldn't cost too much to build if 
surplus materials are used. 


Happy wiring. 


COMMENT. 


It has been pointed out to me that 
the equations in "How it works" do not 
give the answers indicated. I have 


left them as presented in the original 
article. 


Rex Little. 
Editor. 


Entries in thr AMRA Competition 1974 against background scenery by John Dunn. 
M40 Loco by Cedric Rolfe, Water Gin by Graham Ball, Cattle Wagons by Phil.Larmour, 


Photo - Jack Parker. 
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The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 
Exhibitions. 

In May/June 1975 four exhibitions 
were held in Sydney and _ surrounding 
area, three of them being held on the 
same weekend. Probably all four were 
a success, depending onwhat individual 
clubs term a _ successful exhibition. 
Some clubs feel if they make a good 
profit, then that is their idea of a 
successful exhibition. The fact that 
they may be showing mediocre exhibits 
doesn't seem to worry them. 

Whenaclub starts thinking of hold- 
ing an exhibition, it must ask itself 
is it in a position to stage such an 
event; are there enough layouts avail- 
able among its members, if so are they 
layouts worth exhibiting, not just a 
piece of board with some track on it? 
If the members have not sufficient good 
layouts amongst themselves, canyou get 
them elsewhere, and if so, how much? 

Exhibitors should receive some compen- 
sation toward the cost of their trans- 
portation. 

If you are a small club 10 to 1 you 
are only able to hold a small exhibit- 
ion, possibly up to 10 working layouts 
so what you show must’ be of good ex- 
hibition quality, or seem to be so. 
By good quality I'm not necessarily 
referring to layouts of the nature of, 
to use an example, the N.S.W. Model 
Railway Club. Those prizewinning 
layouts are few and far between, so if 
you can't obtain one of those don't 
despair. Good quality need not be 
truly prototype nor rivet counting, for 
the purpose of exhibiting to the general 
public it should be pleasing to the eye 
and have plenty of action. How often 
have we seenacolourful Marklin layout 


FOR 


READERS 
LETIERS 


at an exhibition draw a huge crowd 
around it that you could hardly move, 
those are the prizewinning layouts 

according to the public popularity. 
That is why the hobby doesn't let the 


general public do the judging. It 


should be the aim of the clubs and ex- 
hibition organizers to try and please 
their customers. 

We all hold exhibitions for one 
primary purpose, to raise funds. A- 
nother very good reason is to show off 
our achievements. Which one of us 
can say that they don't derive some 
pride and joy when people praise the 
effort he has put into his exhibit. 
Let us not show something that we can't 
take a bit of pride in. We should do 
our best to give the public that come 
to our exhibitions a fair go for their 


money. 
The theme at our exhibitions should 
be "Give the public a fair go," not 


"come in suckers''. 

No doubt there will be some glowing 
reports on the exhibitions held on the 
long weekend in June (3 of them) and 
the words will flow like honey, I feel 
club reporters should examine their 
conscience after writing such flowery 
reports, they most certainly make love- 
ly reading, but are they honest com- 
ments? 

Remember if you lose public goodwill 
you've lost your easiest and best source 
of revenue. The only other alternat- 
ive is to SLUG THE MEMBERS. 

In conclusion I would like to point 
out to club committees and exhibition 
organizers, the club I belong to, The 
Prospect Model Railway Club, has always 
managed to give members and exhibitors 
alike good hot meals during its ex- 
hibition, gratis. Tea, coffee or 
cordial and biscuits as many times a 
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day as our members and guests wished, 
again for free. Whilst I realise at 
some big exhibitions it would be nigh 
on impossible to supply free meals, 
even paid ones, but where tea or coffee 
is sold on the premises, why not issue 
free passes for morning and afternoon 
tea to the exhibiting crews. 

My reason for writing the above 
excluding the last paragraph, is due 
to the number of adverse reports we 
heard at our exhibition, we were one 
of the three clubs that held our ex- 
hibition on that weekend. 

Bob Payk. 


The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 

This concerns YOU. 

In case youdid not read The Secret- 
ary's Desk in April/June Journal, per- 
haps you should do so before you read 
this. Not only are costs escalating, 
but postal charges have gone mad. At 
least two organizations to which many 
of our members belong are in trouble 
becausé of rising costs, and they must 
concern us all. 

The new postal charges for adjoin- 
ing states and especially for states 
beyond adjoining states will now cost 
almost as much as Journal does to 
print, would it be possible to bulk 
deliver each state's quota of Journal 
and then have the Journals posted out 
by each state at state rates? Frankly 
I do not know if this would be cheaper, 
but perhaps someone can put pen to 
paper and suggest something. 

I have right in front of me now the 
June 1975 Model Railway Constructor, 
annuan subscription $4.50, including 
postage, $4.00 overseas; June 1975 Rail 
way Modeller, by post annual subscript- 
ion $4.95, $4.65 overseas. In both 
cases, overseas rates are cheaper than 
home rates which leads to another problem 
that concerns us as a group. One of 
these magazines is bulked to Australia 
and posted out here, the postage on 


the June issue is 33 cents which will 
probably now be 50 cents or more, that 
is $6 per year postage, which is very 
little more than the subscription rate 
which includes postage if ordered 
direct, 

Can anyone suggest howwe can absorb 
these postal rates and keep our business 
here locally. 

Broughton Boydell 


Dear Sir, 

I read with interest the descript- 
ion of the Protofour project undertaken 
by the North Shore Railway Modellers 
Association as described in the April 
June issue of the Journal. Stirred 
on bymy friend Peter Betts Iwould like 
to make a few comments about the pro- 
ject. 

Let me say at the start that, asa 
beginner, I have been thoroughly con- 
fused by the proliferation of scales 
and gauges in the hobby. As a result 
I would question the need to model in 
a restricted system which seems to offer 
little advantage over the traditional 
OO system, and only helps to perpet- 
rate the confusion which exists with 
scale and gauges. 


Secondly, there seems to be little 
advantage to changing extremes in 
technical excellence when they can 


never be achieved. There is no way in 
the world that fully prototypical operat- 
ion is going to be achieved in this 
scale as steam operation is not poss- 
ible, and the writer admits that tol- 
erances are much greater than allowed 
prototypically. As to smooth operation 
surely there are well constructed 00 
layouts around which do operate smoothly 
and well. I have been most impressed 
by Peter Betts' own layout which seems 
to suffer few maladies. 

Finally, I would like to express my 
concern for beginners insuch a situat- 
ion where they aremost likely modelling 
in one of the other "less" prototypical 
but more traditional gauges. How do 
they participate? 

Paul Bail. 
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The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 

Following my decision to move to 
Western Australia, I have reluctantly 
resigned from the Federal C.O.M. 

During my term of office as Federal 
Vice-President, I was in the fortunate 
position to be able to travel to Queens- 
land, Victoria, Sth. Aust. and West 
Aust. meeting the officers and members 
of branches and sub-branches in these 
states. 

Through the Journal I would like to 
thank one and all that I had the pleas- 
ure of meeting for their hospitality 
and courtesy received at all times. 

In conclusion, I would like to urge 
members to take an active part in your 
Association, either at state or federal 
levels. It can be a most rewarding 


experience. Keith J. Wilcox. 


SUCH IS THE LOT OF AN 
OUT-OF-STATE RAILFAN 


I had always thought of New South 
Wales as a really civilised sort of 
place as faras railways are concerned. 
You know the sort of thing - over 6000 
route miles of track, steam hauled 
freight train mileage of 364,365 two 
years ago, a diversity of motive power 
something over 500 locos and so on. 

To anative of South Australia, 
where the railways are not regarded very 
highly, where finance has been withheld 
and used to provide vote-catching hand- 
outs at the S.A.R.'s expense, N.S.W. 
ranked almost as a paradise when I 
spent 14 weeks holiday there in Decem- 
ber last year. 

This awed respect and admiration for 
the NSWPTC, and envy of those of you 
who live in N.S.W. was practically un- 
limited just as we arrived at Parkes. 
You see, as we pulled up at where we 
were spending the night, I saw about a 
mile (sorry, 1.6km) away to the west, 
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in the golden sky of early evening, a 
plume of beaut black smoke which could 
only come from a STEAM LOCO. All sorts 
of ideas came to mind...... Of course: 
Wasn't N.S.W. theone state where STEAM 
LOCOS still ran in revenue service? 
Weren't there still a few 38's, 32's, 
rO's, 52's etc around? Hadn't Bill 
Mundie, an ABC announcer and steam fan 
shifted from Adelaide to N.S.W. partly 
because of the continued use of steam- 
power? Yes - everything fitted to- 
gether. It couldn't be anything but 
a STEAM LOCO. 

Anticipating agreat sight and hard- 
ly being able to believe my luck, I 
grabbed the camera, and soft talked my 
father into driving me. So I set off 
to find, identify and photograph the 
STEAM LOCO. We got closer and closer 
to the railway line and the fantastic 
STEAM LOCO, but aseries of wrong turns 
delayed the discovery. 

At last we were on the right road - 
the STEAM LOCO should be at the end of 
this "rainbow" of a road. But there 
was only hearbreak, disappointment, 
and despair there. My STEAM LOCO 
wasn't there! And it hadn't steamed 
off. My ''loco'' was, wait for it, a 
lousy old BRICK KILN. 


Next day I left Parkes 16 hours 
older and a lot, lot wiser. 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or reliability of articles or ad- 
vertising contained herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed by the contributors. 


Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at 
all times the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for publica- 
tion. 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH 


Club meetings are held onthe second 
Thursday of each month at 92 Wills St. 
Glen Iris, commencing at 8 p.m. The 
clubrooms are open at 7.30 p.m. (not 
7 pom. as previously advised), on these 
nights for operation of your HO train 
on the club layout. Working bees in- 
cluding some operationonthe club lay- 
out are held on Wednesday nights with 
the exception of the Wednesday before 
the monthly meeting. 

Scratch builders meet the first Wed- 
nesday at the clubrooms and the current 
project is a V.R. somersault signal. 

The Committee of Management were 
sorry to lose the services of Rex 
Little who regretfully had to relinguish 
his position on the committee due to 
private committments. Fortunately Rex 
had indicated he will be able to con- 
tinue maintenance and refurbishing of 
the club layouts. Ray Brownbill was 
elected to fill the vacancy on the 
committee and his contacts inthe build- 
ing trade will be an assett. 

The Mini Exhibition under the dir- 
ectionof Stuart Hay, held at the club- 
rooms in August was a success and gave 
the Ivanhoe sub branch an opportunity 
to try out their new "'N' gauge’ layout 
under exhibition conditions, This 
layout will be featured in the Moomba 
Exhibition as a fully automatic six 
train mainline and rack railway. Whilst 


Ashbtn- 


BRANCH NOTES 


on the subject of exhibitions we still 

need volunteers to staff the ''Big One''. 

If you will be in Melbourne over the 

weekend 5thO8th March and would like to 

assist, please contact the writer or 
the Exhibition Organiser, Jim Scott. 
On the social side the night at the 

Swagman Restaurant, organised by the 
Ladies' Auxilary was voted one of our 
most successful nights, and the eleven 
couples who attended had a very enjoy- 
able evening. The train trip to 
Linton on the Skipton line promises to 
be a success with all seats being sold, 
and organiser John Hutchinson has 
arranged for handouts, giving a brief 
description of historical landmarks to 
be seen from the windows of our rail- 

Cars 

The agenda for the next three months 
is as follows: 

Nov. lst Crazy Whist at clubrooms at 
8 p.m. 

Nov. 13th Multiple item clinic. Com- 
petition - photo box or 
louvre van. 

Dec, 6th Crazy Whist at clubrooms at 
8 poem. 

Dec. llth Presentation night -operation 
on club layouts. Competition 
a. Construction - Bob Edwards 
Trophy for best of years com 
petition models. 

b. Photographic - Malvue 
Trophy for best of winning 
entries inyears competition. 

Jan. 8th Running night on club lay- 


outs. No formal meeting. 
Feb. 12th Film Night - Bill Secker. 
Competition - Lineside 


SETUCEUre. 


The July-December issue of Journal 
was handed to members at our July meet- 
ing and amongst the visitors-that. night 
was Neil Richies,author of the 1958 re- 
printed article "Colac to Beech Forest", 
Needless to say Neil was pleasantly 
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surprised to see his article in a mod- 
ern Journal, and took little prompting 
to rejoin the Association. One can 
but wonder how many other ex members 
may still be interested in our hobby 
and could be welcomed back tothe ranks. 


John J. Harry Hon. Sec. 
68 Lahona Avenue. 
Bentleigh, 3165. 


Ladies Auxilary. 


At ameeting heldon 26th August, at 
the home of Joan Westerman the Ladies' 
Auxilary was wound up after 2% years 
of operation. Accordingly there will 
be no future functions organised by the 
ladies including the Christmas Party 
which was listed for 13th December. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH NOTES 


Cit 


Station > < — 


Club night meetings are held in the Clubroom, 
1 Beaufort St.. Perth. on the FIRST Monday of 
each Morth. Working Bees on the layout are 
held on the two Saturdays per mecnth as in- 
dicated On your quartarly progiamme. 


Visitors and prospective members. of 
A.M.R.A. are always welcome at any of our 
meetings. Anyone interested can write or phone 
the Secretary for further information: — 

Mr. Jack Eagles, 

26 Swan Road, 

High Wycombe, W.A. 6057. 
Phone: 60 5005 


NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH NOTES 


UO P4y 


AMRA 


Clubracm 


Program November '75 to February '76: 


November. 


Sat. 1st Discussiononpoint and track 
construction. 

Mon. 3rd Annual Dinner. To be held 
at a restaurant or club, watch 
notice board for details. 

Fri. 14th Layout operation - Seniors 
only. 

Sat. 15th Auction. (All goods must be 
presented by 2.20 p.m. 

Fri. 2lst Federal Annual General Meet- 
ing, to be followed bya slide 


December. night. 


Sat. 6th Open Day.Visit by other clubs. 
Operating layouts. 

Fri. 12th Layout operation - 
only. 

Sat. 20th Christmas Barbeque at _ the 
clubroom. Bring the children 
to see Santa Claus. Fires 
will be lit at 3.15 p.m. so 
bring your meat. 


Seniors 


January. 
Fri. 24th Layout Operation. 
February. 
Sat. 7th Annual General Meeting. 
Please attend. 
Fri. 13th Layout operation - Seniors 


only. 
Sat. 21st Auction. (All goods must be 

presented by 2.20 p.m. 
Fri. 27th Layout operation. N.S.W. 


prototype only. 


Meetings, unless otherwise specified, 
Start at: 
Friday 7.30 p.m. to 11.00 p.m. 


Saturdays 2,00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Please assist the duty officer and de- 
part at these times. 
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QUEENSLAND. 


The June meeting, hosted by Arthur 
Robinson, was the annual election of 
officers, followed by a wide ranging 
discussion of branch activities and 
finances. Elected officers are: 


President Eric Lyon 

Vice President Arthur Robinson 

Secretary Malcolm Neilsen 

Treasurer Roger Kershaw 
Assist, Treasurer Arthur Hayes 
Country/Overseas Jim Bilby 
Correspondant 

Reporter Jim Christie 


Jim Fainges declined re-nomination 
as Vice President and we thank him for 
all his past efforts. Roger Kershaw 
is being transferred to foreign parts, 
(Melbourne) at the end of the year. 
His position will be assumed by Arthur 
Hayes, who already shows the eagerness 
of his predecessor in extracting money 
from members. 

Steve Suggitt, at the July meeting 
screened a varied selection of colour 
slides taken on his travels in many 
parts of the world. During August 
Steve Malone spoke on his methods of 
loco construction and showed colour 
films of ARHS steam tours. Also dur- 
ing the month a party of members and 
families travelled to Lowood for a 
barbecue lunch and to visit the Corcutts 
at Lockrose. An unexpected and 
appreciated side tour was an inspection 
of the Lowood foundry. John Corcutt 
and his father operate an extensive OO 
layout based on British practice. Mrs. 
Corcutt seems to be engaged in a losing 
battle against an expanding railway 
empire. 

The annual auction at Clayfield was 
again a success, even though the goods 
offered for sale andthe numbers attend- 
ing were not as great as the previous 
year. We were fortunate that our 
auctioneer Eric Lyon was able to bring 
proceedings to aclose before rainwhich 
had been threatening all afternoon began 
to fall. Largest item ever offered was 
a 8 x 4 baseboard with track. Quite 
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a few good items were knocked down at 
bargain prices. 

It is anticipated that a Christmas 
Party, barbecue and model competition 
will be held before the end of the year. 
Information regarding this function can 
be had from branch officers. 

The visits to members homes during 
the past year have beenmost enjoyable, 
but the lack of clubrooms is a con- 
tinuing frustration to the branch activ- 
ities. The major drawback is this 
lack of suitable premises where the club 
layout can be permanently erected and 
put to full use. Arthur and Pat Robin- 
son have allowed it to be set up at 
their house, but their hospitality can- 
not be imposed upon indefinitely. 
Hopefully, the new year will bring 
better prospects. 

The branch officers wish all members 
in Queensland and interstate, a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


Jim Christie. 
Branch Reporter. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 


Although the South Australian Branch is not yet 

formed, the S.A. Representative is Wal Bennett, 

ac Wright Street, Renown Park, Adelaide, 
8. 


MERITORIOUS AWARDS. 


Ivo Bunker 

Bob Gorrell 
Alan Dowel 
Stephen Suggitt 
Rex Little 

Norm Read 

Jack Treseder 
Mal Baker 

John Sneddon 
John Dunn 
Graham Larmour 
Ken Down 

David Ellis 
Arthur Robinson 
Bruce Lovett 
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NEWS FROM OTHER CLUBS 


PROSPECT MODEL RAILWAY CLUB. 


The annual general meeting of the 
club was held on 26/7/75. The elected 
officers for 1975 are: 


President Brian Webb 
Secretary Phil McDonnell 
Treasurer Bob Payk 


Committeemen Warren Austin,Greg Archer 

For the coming year we are going to 
have 6 general meetings instead of 3 as 
we had last year. The members felt 
that with only three meetings a year 
everybody d id not get enough time to air 
their views on club matters. 

We have commenced the extensions to 
Our existing 24' by 8' HO gauge club 
layout. When completed the _ Layout 
will occupy 2/3rds of the 30' by 30' 
club room. The extensions will in- 
clude a four track passenger terminal 
accomodating nine foot long trains and 
loco facilities, a 24' long divisional 
yard with loco facilities, a sea port 
with coal unloading wharf and a moun- 
tain division with a 4 per cent grade 
and a helper service. 

When completed the layout may be 
operated by up to 12 operators at one 
time. We plan to have the extensions 
completed with 18 months. 

Club meeting nights are the 2nd and 
4th Saturdays in each month at 8 p.m. 
New members and visitors are welcome. 
Contact Bob Payk at 31. Adelaide Street, 
St. Marys, eee N.S.W. or phone Sydney 
623-1855 or 644-6219 for information. 


P. McDonnell 
Hon. Sec 
NaN a ee ee 


NORTH SHORE RAILWAY MODELLERS' ASSOC. 
This Association held its 4th Annual 
Model Railway Exhibitionon 2nd and 3rd 
August, at the Castlecrag scout hall. 
The main club exhibit consisted of 
a large static display of locomotives, 
rolling stock and buildings, all being 


the work of club members. The items 
of this display were arranged so that 
different railway companies were 
featured in their owncollective group. 
Such a display is a common sight at 
many overseas exhibitions, but seldom 
seen in this country. 

Other displays of club members in- 
cluded "HO' layouts of Peter Moses and 
Reg McCord, each of which featured NSW 
prototypes. These two layouts were 
different inthat Peter's was completely 
dieselised, while Reg's was predominate- 
ly steam. 

Two husband and wife teams featured 
in other exhibits. Sue and Peter Betts 
displayed a narrow gauge '"'009" layout 
which when finished will be built into 
a coffee table; andGill and Doug Bocking 
displayed a new series of rolling stock 
body kits which they are marketing under 
the name of 'Workshop 5''. These kits 
fill amuch needed gap inthe commercial 
field, forthey areof really high qual- 
ity and yet not expensive. 

The Junior Section of the club dis- 
played a "00" gauge layout owned by 
Mark Neal, based mainly onHornby trains 
and other exhibits associated with the 
host club were Kevin Loughry’s display 
of two small ''N' gauge layouts and the 
layout of the "Southern Railway Model- 
lers". The latter is a combination 
by Peter Betts and Phil Knife on 
Peter's layout. 

The exhibition was completed by the 
Stratfield-Burwood Model Railway Club's 
ever popular layout; adisplay of work- 
ing stationary steam engines andan "N" 
gauge layout of the Hornsby and District 
Model Engineering Society; and last but 
not least, asection devoted to the sale 
and exchange of second hand goods. 

Every exhibition has adifferent at- 
mosphere, the unusual feature of this 
one being the high proportion of rail- 
way enthusiastic adults that attended. 

Peter Betts. 
Hon. Sec. 
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The Hotel Bullinga on the HO layout of the Hurstville Model Railway Club at the 
AMRA Sydney Exhibition. The hotel is a conversion of a Superquick kit. Follow- 
ing the method described in an article in AMRA Journal of May/June 1973. 

Photo - Alan Templeman. 


WIKING CAMPBELL 


NK HOBBIES 


FOR YOUR 


MODEL RAILWAY SUPPLIES 


NK HOBBIES has a comprehensive range 
of scratch building supplies including 
North Eastern scale lumber and S:S. Ltd. 


castings. 


ldai>di 


IMPORT HOBBIES 


48 Wongara Street 
CLAYFIELD QLD 4011 


For those modellers who don’t like building 
it themselves we have a comprehensive 
range of R.T.R. models. 


Hours:-Mon.-Wed. 9 a.m.- 6p.m. 
Thurs., Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sat. -9a.m.- 1 p.m. 
OR by appointment. 


Phone 072 625608 


430V>» 


MAIL/PHONE CRDERS ONLY 


LIMA HORNBY 


264 Blackburn Road 
SYNDAL 3149 
Phone: 2332398. 


LIFELIKE PREISER 


